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Date: 2006 

Course: ACOM 2273 Digital Layout

Subject: Magazine Cover and Spreads.

Software: Adobe InDesign, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital layout.

Challenges: Magazine design, 
photography, photo selection.

Design Considerations: Design grid 
layout and use consistent text 

hierarchy.

Design Rationale: This magazine design 
targets a specific audience by 

considering demographic and 

psychographic research.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts 

• iStockPhoto

Credit: Cyndi Roberts

Credit: Cyndi Roberts

Credit: iStockPhoto

Credit: iStockPhotoCredit: iStockPhoto
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Date: 2006 

Course: ACOM 2273 Digital Layout

Subject: Book Cover and Layout.

Software: Adobe InDesign, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital layout.

Challenges: Page design and photo 
selection.

Design Considerations: Design a grid 
layout and structure long 

document text hierarchy.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts 

• iStockPhoto_307533 (Barcode)

• iStockPhoto_8359 (Coin)

Credit: iStockPhoto
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Date: 2007 

Course: ACOM 3375 Principles of 
Graphics II

Subject: Website for Theatre Posters.

Software: Adobe Illustrator, Adobe 
Photoshop.

Competencies: Photo manipulation, 
digital illustration, compose 

posters and website, project 

management.

Challenges: Team Project. All source 
files received from team members 

by the requested deadline.

Design Consideration: Include mandatory 
content and design a visual 

hierarchy.  

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

• Raymond Roque

• Peter Schmaltz

Credit: Cyndi Roberts, Peter Schmaltz, Raymond Roque
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Date: 2007 

Course: ACOM 3881 Document 
Production I

Subject: E-zine wireframe design to 
complement magazine.

Software: Adobe InDesign.

Competencies: Photo processing, 
wireframe design and layout for 

the Web.

Challenges: Design around the quality 
of the source files and content 

supplied by the instructor.

Design Consideration: Include all 
content supplied by instructor, 

and provide clear visual 

separation and text hierarchy 

that is accessible for the user.  

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

Credit: Instructor Supplied Content
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FEAR NOT,  GENTLE READER.  >>

CONTRIBUTORS.  >>

MONOLOGUE.  >>

DIALOGUE.  >>

DESIGN, INDUSTRY, NEWS.  >>

BOOKS.  >>
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GOODS.  >>
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GO

Play Chicken.
Israel Researcher Avigdor 
Cahaner has crossbred normal 
chickens with naturally balding 
birds; the result is a featherless 
fowl that stays cool in tropical 
climates. 

Bonus:  no plucking necessary.   

MAU >>

The World
According to
Bruce Mau
MASSIVE CHANGE

By Adele Weder

              read more >>

The newest publishers from Los Angeles 
are transforming the very format of the art 
magazine—with paintbrushes, 3D glasses, 
and limited-edition porn-star air fresheners.

                    read more >>

Trad-itionalists
 By Jami Attenberg

 RAD-ical

FEATURES

ACROBAT READER: WELL READ  >>
by Ellen Lupton 

As novelists include more typographic 
experimentation in their writing, do audiences 
read their books or just look at them?

BACK TO THE FUTURE  >>
Illustrations by Mike Kerr 

Fearless forecasts that Concrete recorded 40 
and 50 years ago tell us where graphic design 
was headed.

ADS CUT LOOSE  >>
by Anthony Vagoni 

The digital magazine doesn’t mean the death knell of 
the classic print—instead, there’s gonna be a whole 
lotta shakin’goin’on.

THE RISE AND FALL OF THE DESIGN STAR
an INTERVIEW WITH MARTY NEUMEIER  >>
 Photos courtesy of Step Magazine

Achieving star status doesǹ t happen by chance. Marty 
Neumeier shares his views on design legends, past 
and present, and why stardom may not be what it 
used to be.

BACK ISSUES

>> March 2007  
>> February 2007  
>> January 2007 
>> December 2006 
>> November 2006 
>> October 2006  
>> September 2006 
>> August 2006 
>> July 2006  
>> June 2006 
>> May 2006 
>> April 2006 
>> March 2006 
>> February 2006 
>> January 2006 

DESIGNER INDEX
>> A to N
>> M to Z

FORUMS
LETTERS
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Date: 2007 

Course: ACOM 4481 Document 
Production II

Subject: Flash movie for 
e-zine.

Software: Macromedia Flash, Adobe 
Photoshop.

Competencies: Photo manipulation, 
digital illustration, compose 

flash movie and project 

management.

Challenges: Team Project. All source 
files received from team members 

by the requested deadline.

Design Consideration: Design a triptych 
for print and web.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “Triptych”

Credit: Iris29.ca team project
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Date: 2007 

Course: ACOM 3371 Internet 
Development II

Subject: Flash e-card.

Software: Macromedia Flash.

Competencies: Design flash 
animation with sound.

Challenges: Use creativity to create 
a greeting e-card with two 

scenes.

Design Consideration: Three 
transition frames and special 

effects.  

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts 

• DesignSquad.org (MP3)

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “Happy Birthday Dad”
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Date: 2007 

Course: Directed Field Studies I

Purpose: Bus Bench design.

Software: Adobe Illustrator, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital layout of text 
and graphics.

Challenges: Far West Outdoor 
Advertising provided the layout 

specifications.

Design Consideration: Layout phone 
number and logo so that it would 

not be covered when there is snow 

on the bench. 

By permission of:
• Cyndi Roberts 

• Keller Williams Platinum Realty 

Credit: Far West Outdoor Advertising
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Date: 2007 

Course: Directed Field Studies I

Purpose: Door Sign Layout and 
Business Card Design.

Software: Adobe Illustrator, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital layout of text 
and graphics.

Challenges: Double-sided layout to 
match business card design.

Design Consideration: Must have ability 
to hang the sign on a door so 

that it flips on a hook. 

By permission of:
• Cyndi Roberts

• Diane Scott 

• Keller Williams Platinum Realty

MEETING 
IN PROGRESS

AT YOUR
SERVICE
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Date: 2006 

Course: ACOM 3373 Digital 
Illustration

Subject: Social Awareness Marketing 
Poster. 

Software: Adobe Illustrator, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital photo 
manipulation, digital layout.

Challenges: Design an appropriate 
social marketing message for the 

UN Water for Life Campaign.

Design Rationale: The bands of headline 
text along the top and bottom 

of the poster provide one level 

of reading, and the message on 

the back wall of the jail cell 

provides a separate level of 

reading, which is more ‘bent’ 

than the straight headlines.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

Photo Credit:

K. Geeding

Fonts: 

“Disgusting Behaviour”  

“Expletive Deleted”

Toilets are not garbage cans.

www.waterforlife.gov.ab.ca

Sit

and think.

Sit

and think.

Sit

and think.

Are your actions creating a death sentence for us all?
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Date: 2006 

Course: ACOM 3373 Digital 
Illustration

Subject: How-to Instructions.

Software: Adobe Illustrator, Acrobat.

Competencies: Digital illustration 
style, copy editing, visual 

hierarcy, and flow.

Challenges: Digital illustration 
style suitable for a selected 

task and audience.

Design Consideration: Use creativity to 
illustrate how-to instructions.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

MATERIALS

90%  Block or powdered paraffin candle wax
10% Stearin

Wax candle dye (optional)

Candle wick (bleached, woven thread)
     The rule is 1/2” wick to 1/2” candle.

EQUIPMENT

Newspaper/wax paper to protect work surface
Wooden spoon

Double-boiler pots
Heat source
Tinfoil to line stove tray

Metal candy thermometer
Pitcher of cool water 
Spoon

Book stack to hang candles to dry

Scissors
Knife

Use a double-boiler or coffee can with wire rack inside 
another pot of water to melt wax.

Never place wax container directly on heat source!

INSTRUCTIONS

How to Make Hand-Dipped Candles

Warning:  Please use caution and 
common sense when using these 
instructions.

Hang candles to cool between dips on two stacks of books.

Pull gently on bottom of wicks to straighten developing candles.

Trim the wick with scissors to 1/4” for finished wick height.

Slice the bottom of the candle with a knife to make a flat
 finished end.

Heat wax to 160°F (71°C)

Use a metal candy thermometer to gauge the temperature.

The more moderate the temperature, the better the wax will 
adhere with each dip.

Add dye and stearin to wax.

Drop spoonful of wax in cold water to test colour.
Colour will be lighter when cooled.

Cut the candles off the wooden spoon with scissors.

Roll the candle on wax paper while still warm to smooth 
out the form.

160°F 
(71°C)

10
0

75
50

25
0

150

200

100

°C

°F

Double-hitch

Attach wick to a wooden spoon.

Double-hitch wicks to dip two candles at a time.

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “How to Make Hand-Dipped Candles”
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Date: 2006 

Course: ACOM 3379 Advanced Digital 
Photography

Subject: Illustrate an Idiom.

Software: Adobe Photoshop, 
Illustrator.

Hardware: NIKON D50 Digital SLR 
Camera.

Competencies: Digital photo 
manipulation, digital 

photography, compose DVD cover.

Challenges: Minimum project 
requirements using channels and 

adjustment layers.

Design Consideration: Use creativity 
to illustrate the idiom “spank 

the monkey.”

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts “Gorilla and Barbie” 

• iStockPhoto_307533 (barcode)

• iStockPhoto_62760 (background illustration)

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “Gorilla and Barbie”
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Date: 2007

Course: Faculty of Communication 
Studies Degree Program

Subject: Annual scholarship 
fundraising event.

Hardware: NIKON D50 Digital SLR 
Camera.

Competencies: Digital photography.

Challenges: This photo was an 
experiment in digital photography 

with the manual settings on my 

new camera.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “Kiss” at Communikoke 2007
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Date: 2007

Course: COMP 1371 Internet 
Development I

Subject: Curiosity: A Virtue.

Hardware: NIKON D50 Digital SLR 
Camera.

Software: Adobe Photoshop.

Competencies: Digital photography, 
Photoshop effects.

Challenges: Experiment with digital 
photo manipulation.

Design Consideration: Build a composite 
image using a minimum of four 

image files, demonstrating a 

range of selection, blending, 

transformation, filters, and 

layers.

By permission of: 
• Cyndi Roberts

• iStockphoto

• Dreamstime

Credit: Sophiesourit

dreamstime_947735

Credit: Cyndi Roberts 

“Kiss” at Communikoke 2007

Credit: Shelly Perry

istock_00002641030

Credit: Dan 

Ionut Popescu

dreamstime_1371144

Credit: Cyndi Roberts “Curiosity”

Photography
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By permission of: 
• Klepatz Developmentz Ltd.

• MBK Consulting

• Wings of Icarus Makeup Artistry & Esthetica

• Kidseat Recyclers

• Soul 2 Soul Connect

• Inspired by Change Communication Design
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By permission of: 
• Klepatz Developmentz Ltd.
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Course Listings

Semester One (Fall 2005)
* Principles of Graphics I - ACOM 2205

* Technical Writing I - ACOM 2261

* Publishing: Origins to Today - ACOM 2271

* Rhetorical Writing - ENGL 1101

Semester Two (Winter 2006)
* Information Architecture - ACOM 2267

* Introduction to Digital Layout - ACOM 2273

* Standard and Digital Photography - ACOM 2279

* Intro. to Sociology - SLGY 2201 (Area 1)

* Intro. to Psychology - PSYC 2205 (Area 1)

Spring Semester (Spring 2006)
* Introduction to Programming - COMP 2215

Semester Three (Fall 2006)
* Digital Illustration - ACOM 3373

* Principles of Graphics II - ACOM 3375

* Advanced Digital Photography - ACOM 3379

Semester Four (Winter 2007)
* Research Methods - ACOM 3305

* Pre-press Technique - ACOM 3377

* Document Production I - ACOM 3381

* The Editorial Function - ACOM 4463

* Internet Development I - COMP 3371

Semester Five (Spring/Summer 2007)
* Directed Field Studies I - ACOM 2017

Semester Six (Fall 2007)
* Media, Culture and Communication Theory - ACOM 4401

* Publications, Markets and Distribution - ACOM 4473

* Document Production II - ACOM 4481

* Internet Development II - COMP 4473

* Project Management - MGMT 3269

Semester Seven (Winter/Spring/Summer 2008)
* Directed Field Studies II - ACOM 3017

Spring Semester (Spring 2008)
* The Universe at Large - ASTR 2203 (Area 5)

Semester Eight (Fall 2008)
* Issues in Communication: Ethics and Law - ACOM 4409

* Portfolio - ACOM 4469

* Entrepreneurship Studies - ENTR 1232

* Social Psychology - PSYC 2245 (Sr. Area 1)

Semester Nine (Winter 2009)
* Brain & Behaviour - PSYC 3375

* Outstanding Lives - HUMN 1101
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